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Dr. Mott is the fourth man from the left. At his right in the picture is Dr. FieaG: Tucker, Secretary 
Emeritus of the Brazil Agency. Secretary Turner is the third from the right 


The Bible as Power 


By Rev. Charles W. Turner, Secretary, Brazil Agency 


T is not often that the Brazil Agency of the 

American Bible Society has the oppor- 

tunity to entertain one of its Vice Presi- 
dents. This privilege was enjoyed, however, 
on the occasion of Dr. Mott’s recent visit to 
Brazil, when a group of forty friends of the 
Bible Society met together for luncheon at the 
Society’s invitation in honor of the illustrious 
visitor. The company, an extremely represent- 
ative one, included ministers of the Anglican, 
Baptist, Congregational; Episcopalian, Method- 
ist, and Presbyterian Churches; laymen in 
numerous professions and in business; and a 
number of persons related to Federal Govern- 
ment departments who have shown interest in 
our work and been of real service to the Society 
on more than one occasion. 

After lunch the Agency Secretary welcomed 
Dr. Mott into our midst, and called upon 
Secretary Emeritus Tucker, who graciously 
introduced his long-time friend. Dr. Mott, 
thereupon, rose and delivered a stirring address 
(interpreted into Portuguese) on the Bible as 
power. Said he, among other things: “An 
English critic has stated that we might divide 
all literature into two parts: literature of 
knowledge, and literature of power. And what, 
you ask, is the kind of power the Bible releases? 
First, the power to create and to awaken con- 
science. Conscience says this is right, and that 
is wrong. But, to be effective, conscience must 
speak clearly, loudly, and promptly. This is 


not done except when the Bible inspires con- 
science. Secondly, the Bible has power to vital- 
ize. ‘Thy words are spirit and life.’ It is those 
countries where the Bible is most read and 
studied, that are the hope of the world. Then, 
the Bible has power to energize. It gives not 
only light and heat, but energy. And the Bible. 
has power to transform. It transforms the) 
individual, the community, the nation, and even! 
language. Fifth, the Bible possesses the power. 
to kindle unselfish enthusiasm. And last, it has. 
power to unite,—to bridge the chasms between, 
men: between families; between races and na-| 
tions; and between Christian denominations.”! 
In conclusion, Dr. Mott added that the Bible: 
Societies are practising what they preach; for) 
they themselves are coming together. Where-~ 
upon he referred briefly to the close cooperation| 
being undertaken by the American, British, andi 
Scottish Bible Societies in China, Japan, andj 
other parts. “One of the finest conferences I 
ever attended,” he said, “was held under a year 
ago in Holland. It was not a large conference, 
It was a small gathering, held, so to speak, 
behind closed doors, under the auspices of th 
Netherlands Bible Society. The largest Bible 
Societies of the world were represented; among: 
them the British, the American, the Dutch, and 
the Scottish. And the keyword was the word 
‘Unite’; the Bible Societies are going together.’| 
Dr. Mott’s visit to Rio de Janeiro will be 
memorable in the annals of the Brazil Agency’ 
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But the Bible /s Read! 


FREQUENT observation about the 
American Bible Society’s work of 
world-wide Scripture distribution 

is, “The Bible may be the best seller, but 
it is not the best read.” To which the 
confident answer is, “But the Bible is the 
best-read book in the world.” 

The Bible is the best-read book of mil- 
lions of devout Christians throughout the 
world. 

Old people, whose lifelong habit of 
daily spiritual meditation is unbroken in 
these hurried times, read their Bibles. 

Busy men who recognize the timeless 
logic of the Scriptures tune their lives 
daily with passages from the Bible. 

The blind search the Scriptures regu- 
larly with sensitive, questing fingers; in- 
valids have discovered that they respond 
to the helpful messages contained in the 
Bible. 

Young people return from hundreds of 
summer conferences every year resolved 
to make the reading of the Bible a part of 
each day’s preparation. Thousands never 
lose the habit. 

Thousands of little children have read 
Bible stories, and memorized Bible verses 
this summer in vacation Bible schools. 
Now, in September, an increasing number 
of communities are establishing well- 
organized week-day Bible schools. 

And the Sunday school? Into the Sun- 
day schools this month will come millions 
of boys and girls and men and women to 
engage in Bible study. 

Who reads the Bible? Millions upon 
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millions of people read the Bible! Minis- 
ters read it to their congregations; par- 
ents read it to their children; children 
read the Bible in schools both secular and 
religious. Colleges have departments of 
Bible; newspapers print daily Bible 
verses; most radio stations have at least 
one program weekly when the Bible is 
read. Speakers and writers quote the 
Bible; champions of democratic govern- 
ment base their arguments upon its 
fundamental teachings; men and women 
and little children everywhere, now in all 
the principal languages of the world and 
many of their dialects, read the Bible! 

Increased circulation of devotional lit- 
erature grows with increased distribution 
of the Scriptures, testifying that people 
use their Bibles. 

In the last eight years the American 
Bible Society alone has distributed nearly 
twelve million pieces of literature encour- 
aging the wider use of the Bible. 

No one would argue that the Bible is as 
well read as it ought to be. —The members 
of the American Bible Society, its Board 
of Managers, and the staff are conscious 
that much yet needs to be done. They 
are engaged in preparing plans to culti- 
vate an increased use of the Scriptures. 

Every reader of the Record will wel- 
come this information. 

Meanwhile, however, when someone 
says, “But nobody reads the Bible!” you 
are at liberty to say with authority, “But 
the Bible is read! Indeed, the Bible is 
the best-read book in the world!” 
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HE American Bible Society, 

which is the only great Bible 

distributing agency not badly 
crippled by the war, must (1) do 
more than its accustomed share of 
the world task. 

(2) To this end, it must survey 
the fields of need. This the So- 
ciety has done and continues to 
do. At the moment it calls for the following: 


To bring Gospels and Testaments with 
their message of comfort and hope to 
evacués, refugees, fighting men on 
duty, prisoners of war, and hospital- 
VAN ONCE 556 G50bonecddnouues poms 

To maintain the supply of Scriptures for 
the Dutch East Indies now cut off 
from the Netherlands Bible Society in 
Holland 

To maintain the work of the Bible So- 
ciety of France whose distribution is 
essential to the life of the evangelical 
churches ins that countiye.-ee e 

To aid the British and Scotch Bible 
Societies in maintaining their great 
work in the Near East, China, Japan, 
Malaysia, Africa, and Latin America 

To aid chaplains among enlisted men and 
thes C.¢:Cy in this) country ee 


$40,000 


5,000 


5,000 


75,000 
15,000 


A more complete statement of these needs 
appeared in the July issue of the Bible Society 
Record under the title “A Clear Call to Bible- 


The first word from the Netherlands Bible 
Society, since the invasion of Holland, arrived 
at the Bible House in New York on July 12. It 
comes from Dr. H. C. Rutgers, general secretary 
of the Netherlands Bible Society, and states 
that, in the situation with which they are now 


faced, they cannot support in any way the work 
of their society in the Dutch East Indies; and 
adds, “This our anxiety overshadows all other 


fears. We urgently, therefore, solicit your help, 
trusting that our call will receive whole-hearted 
response.” 


loving Americans.” A limited number of re- 
prints of this article are available for those who 
request them. 


If there is to be 
No Bible Blackout— 
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(3) A minimum sum to meet im- | 
mediate needs must be determined 


upon. This has been set by the 
Society’s Board of Managers at 
$150,000. 


(4) A representative body of re- 
sponsible Christian leaders must be. 
enlisted to indorse the Society’s 
emergency program. Such a group, 
under the chairmanship of Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
has been enlisted. Their names appear below: 


Emergency Fund 

National Sponsoring Committee 
RoBeERT E, SPEER, Chairman | 
REAR ADMIRAL REGINALD R, BELKNAP i 
GEN, EVANGELINE BOOTH i 
ARTHUR H. CoMPTON 
Mrs. CALVIN COOLIDGE 
Hon, JAMEs J. DAvis 
Maj. GEN, ROBERT C. DAvis 
BisHop Epwin H, HuGHES 
H. V. KALTENBORN 
REy,. FREDERICK H, KNUBEL 
Gov. HERBERT H, LEHMAN 
Mrs, Dwicut W. Morrow 
JouN R. Mort 
WILLIAM LYON PHELPS 
REy. GEORGE W. RICHARDS 
Hon, DANIEL C, ROPER 
Hon, Morris SHEPPARD 
Amos ALONZO STAGG 
BisHor HENRY ST, GEORGE TUCKER 
WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE 
Miss Mary E, Woo.Liey 


(5) The cooperation of the churches of th 
nation must be secured. This has been don 
through the Committee on Foreign Relie 
Appeals in the Churches, set up by the Foreig 
Missions Conference of North America. One 
great denomination has already contribute 
$3,000, and another smaller denomination $250) 
Other church bodies have voted to allocate 
percentage of their relief funds to the Society) 

(6) Every friend and contributor to th 
American Bible Society, without diminishin 
his regular support to the Society, must make 
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an over and above gift toward the Emergency 
Fund. This has not yet been done, but should 
be done at once. 

(7) Every reader of the Bible Society Record 
should call the attention of his neighbors and 
friends to this program, and solicit their par- 
ticipation. A limited number of extra copies 
of this issue of the Record are available for this 
purpose if desired. 
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This is by no means an impossible task. It 
calls only for prompt, prayerful cooperation 
on the part of many American Christians who 
want to do their bit to keep the Light of Christ 
shining in the world. 

If there is to be no Bible blackout, the 
American Bible Society must act with wisdom 
and sacrifice. You who read these words are 
the American Bible Society. 


‘Modern China Turns to the Old Book 


By Rev. Carlton Lacy, Secretary, China Agency 


| RAVEL in the western provinces of 
| China gives one a thrilling realization of 

the suddenness with which everything 
modern is sweeping into a very old nation. I 
have just come from six weeks in Szechwan and 
Yunnan. A few days ago we were traveling in 
a high-powered motor truck over the new 
Burma highway, a modern marvel of engineer- 
ing efficiency. Again and again we crossed the 
remnants of the centuries old cobblestone road 
over which caravans have carried produce be- 
tween these two neighboring nations, and saw 
the little trains of staggering donkeys and 
undersized ponies still stumbling along with 
their pitifully inadequate packs—in such con- 
trast to the tons of freight, wood oil and gaso- 
line and salt, that were so readily transported 
in these modern conveyances. 

As we rode along, we could watch on the op- 
posite side of the canyon the construction of 
the new railway which likewise is to connect 
Burma with the very heart of China. At places 
it is as picturesque and as marvelous in con- 
struction as the famous Indo-China Railway. 
Here again was demonstrated the old and the 
new: hundreds of men and women with primi- 
tive pick and hoe digging down the great 
earthen shoulders of the mountains, and along- 
side of them where human strength fails, the 
modern compressed-air drills cutting through 
the solid rocks the tunnels through which the 
modern railway trains will soon be moving. 

An even more striking contrast, perhaps, was 
seen in the simple village of Hsichow on the 
shores of the lovely Er Hai, a lake not unlike in 
size and shape the Dead Sea, with an eastern 
shore that reminds one vividly of the mountains 


of Moab. But, behind the village on the west, 
towers a range of mighty snow-capped peaks 
whose summits reach 14,000 feet above sea level. 
Here, many miles north of the great highway, 
Hwa-chung University found refuge after it 
had been driven from Wuchang and then 
bombed out of Kweilin. They have set up this 
modern college in the old temples of the old 
village. A curtain has been hung across in front 
of the ancient idols, and in front of the curtain 
stands a simple cross; and daily a hundred stu- 
dents bow there to worship the true God. 

In the temple courts they have fitted up 
modern laboratories. I saw a mountaineer come 
in with an old-fashioned pack on his back. He 
had been up the mountainside to fill his pack 
with snow, that the students in the chemistry 
laboratory might have the necessary cold to 
complete some experiment. And, on the other 
side, was the physics laboratories, in which the 
students had built some radio receiving sets. 
There each night, far away from home and the 
tragic events of Europe, the faculty members 
and their wives gathered to listen to the news 
broadcasts from London and Treasure Island, 
that they might be kept informed of this hor- 
rible modern war. 

On the bulletin boards under the old trees of 
Hsichow I saw the little newspaper which the 
students wrote each week by hand, and, con- 
spicuous among other items, was the message 
from the Old Book. There, at the very edge of 
old China, these very modern students were 
eager to study the Bible. The embarrassment 
from which I have not anywhere escaped in 
these weeks of travel, was experienced again at 
the repeated requests for Bibles to which we 


Page 110 


were unable to respond. “When can you get a 
supply of Bibles out here to us? When will the 
new edition of the Chinese-English New 
Testament be ready?” At every city and town 
and school it has been the same; young people 
and officials and business men who are very 
much up-to-date—maybe I should say because 
they are very much up-to-date—are asking for 
the Bible. 

It was so all over Szechwan. You remember 
that last summer we drove two truckloads of 
Bibles to Chungking, and they were all sold 
almost before the trucks could be unloaded. 
We sent in two more trucks in the autumn, and 
repeated the same experience. This time I had 
to fly into Chungking, and the best I could do 
was to carry a few light pocket Testaments in 
my bag. At the first school I visited, the same 
request came. My parcel of books had been 
turned over to the secretary at the Chungking 
Bible House; but the two young teachers who 
were eager for Testaments came to my bed- 
room, and I presented one of them the Testa- 
ment I had kept for my own use. Rather rue- 
fully, the one remarked to the other, “I asked 
for that Bible, and you got it”; but we sent him 
another when we got back at Chungking. 

In Chengtu the shelves at the Bible House 
were empty, and nearly everyone I met inquired 
when a new supply would arrive. Fortunately, 
a new route had just opened up to us, and 1,100 
parcels of Bibles and Testaments had just got- 
ten through by mail. These were not nearly 
enough to fill the orders. But, after months of 
effort, our men have succeeded in getting 49 
cases of books sent up to Kunming by the Indo- 
China Railway, and these, too, now are being 
delivered all over the West. 

Literally, everyone seems eager for books. 
By appointment I called on a former Minister 
of Foreign Affairs. He reminded me that four 
years ago, at a most critical time in national 
affairs, the Secretary of the Bible Society had 
called on him in Nanking, and through the 
generosity of an American friend presented 
him with a Bible. “From that day to this,” he 
said, “I have read from that Bible every day.” 

I met a missionary who has been released for 
two years to assist in a government office. He 
told me of his great surprise, since entering 
this new and intimate relationship, to learn how 
many of the high officials, who bear heavy re- 
sponsibilities, make it their regular habit to 
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read their Bibles and pray; “and,” he added, 
“they have no hesitation in saying openly that 
they depend much on these periods of quiet 
devotion for the strength and wisdom to dis- | 
charge their tasks.” | 
At tea, one afternoon, we had together three | 
benefactors of the Bible Society. One was 
Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang. He gave his simple, | 
rugged testimony. It is wonderful the way he | 
can quote Scripture. He reminded us of my | 
first meeting with him years ago in Peking, © 
when he had gone to arrange for the distribu- 
tion of pocket Testaments to the soldiers in his 
barracks there. It was the beginning of the | 
“Million Testaments for China Campaign.” 
The second was a woman doctor, who, out of : 
her daily earnings as a practising physician, set | 
aside one month’s income to help the Bible | 
Society. And the third was Mr. Li Jui, the | 
wood-oil merchant who gave us the Bible van 
for Mongolia and supports several colporteurs 
in Hunan and Yunnan. He is one of these up- | 
to-date business men whose services have been | 
requisitioned by the government in a useful | 
manner, and who, while doing much to help | 
keep up his country’s international credits, still 


called upon to read the travel instructions for 
this Chinese family. A man who can read 
is rare in the villages of China 


finds time to read his Bible in Hebrew and 
English and Chinese, and to report to the Bible 
Society when he finds a misplaced comma in 
one of their editions. 

After the tea, he asked us to send a telegram 
to the Shanghai office to order ten thousand 
pocket Testaments for the wounded soldiers. 
A very successful campaign had just been put 
across by “The Friends of Wounded Soldiers.” | 


| 
j 
j 
| 
| 
, 


| 


| 
A colporteur of the American Bible Society is 
| 
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Magnificent work was being done in caring for 
their immediate physical needs. Mr. Li and 
“some others felt that that was not enough. 
They recalled how, some years ago, Madame 
Chiang had aranged to have all the military 
hospitals opened for Christian work; and espe- 
cially in Nanchang hundreds of pocket Testa- 
ments had been given to sick and wounded 
soldiers, and scores of them had been won to 
new life in Jesus Christ. So they got together 
and agreed to buy these 10,000 Testaments for 
the wounded soldiers. 

A day or two later, through a downpour of 
rain, a young Chinese woman came to call on 
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me. She had recently arrived from Singapore. 
She was on her way for service in the extreme 
Northwest. She had heard of this call for the 
wounded men. She went to the bank, used her 
letter of credit, and brought to me sixty crisp 
new ten-dollar bills to help to pay for the little 
books. She had learned from her mother to 
read the Bible. She knew what it could mean 
to others. In this very modern age, when 
women travel across a continent to serve their 
country in need, she realized that the most 
needed thing was the Old Book with its mes- 
sage for every age. Modern China is eager for 
this Old Book! 


“Pardon me to leave for the hills...” 


So writes Rev. T. H. Lin, the Society’s subagent in Chungking, at the close of a series 
of seven letters dispatched between June 13 and June 30 to the China Bible House in 
Shanghai. Chungking had been under incessant large-scale bombing. The great busi- 
ness of Scripture distribution, however, went on as usual almost to the very end. 


Mr. Lin’s courage and persistence are magnificent. 


It is typical of both missionaries 


and Christian nationals 1n the China of these tragic months 


excerpts from Mr. Lin’s 


ERE are 
H letters: 
June 13: Since I wrote you on the 
10th, I was able to send about one hundred par- 
cels to the post office before Gin Pao (air raid 
Warning) came. We were again in the dugout 
from 10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday. I 
was taken with a headache, and did not feel 


well... . Mrs. Lin got excited, and was ailing 
too. So I returned to the hills on Tuesday 
night, and, unfortunately, the bombing on 


Wednesday was the worst of all. I was trying 
to come down last night, but I couldn’t get a 
chair. I returned to the office very early this 
morning. Unluckily, our building was in the 
firing zone. The roof was seriously damaged. 
The whole house is filled with dirt. I am get- 
ting two coolies to clean and to carry the dirt 
away. Our two show windows were completely 
ruined too. I have no place to live. Our house 
is without a roof, and there is no light and 
water supply. . . Nearly every part of the 
city was hit, and it is really very dangerous to 
live in the city. But, at this moment I received 
a letter with a check of $28 wanting ten copies 
of No. 314 immediately; and another gentleman 
is coming for fifty copies of the No. 264 or 284. 
So you will see, I have lots of work too. 


June 14; It was certainly a horrible bombing 
on Wednesday the 12th of June. There were at 
least fifteen to twenty bombs dropped around 
our Bible House. . . . We are closing our yes- 
terday’s work with a cheerful heart. We were 
so busy and had nothing to eat until noontime. 
Then, one student purchased 10 copies of No. 
EP231 (English Testament), 3 copies No. 284. 
Besides this, I received one cash order of 10 
copies No. 314, and another order of 50 copies 
of No. 284. Then, in the evening, Brother 
Li Jui drove in to see me with his beautiful car. 
The first thing he concerns himself with, Is 
there any copy of Bible missing? I told him 
none, and he was so happy and places an order 
of 100 copies of No. 14 to be sent to Rev. Steybe 
in Wukang, Hunan. He says he will pay the 
bill and the postage too. We are enjoying peace 
and quietness since yesterday, but the weather 
is so poor. But, unfortunately, we had a very 
heavy rain last night, and since we have no 
roof, the whole house was filled with water.... 
Through the help of my friend I was able to 
get two masons and one carpenter to attend to 
the emergency repair. 

June 17: Everything goes on nicely here in 
the depot. My faithful janitor is helping me 
day and night. The roof has been fixed up, so 
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there will be no further damage whenever we 
have rains. . . . We have no light and water 
supply, paying the first day one dollar for one 
load of water, and now it is 60 cents. The 
candle is a dollar apiece. . . There is prac- 
tically no business these days, as thousands of 
people have been ordered to leave the city... . 
I am receiving mails regularly from the post 
office every day. . . . The bombing is getting 
worse each time. Yesterday’s bombing was 
worse than last time—the 12th of June. 


“A year or so ago scarcely anyone in America 
had heard of Chungking,” writes Mary C. 
Hooker, who with her husband served in the 
subagency in that city for many years, beginning 
in 1904. “Since that time, however, Chiang Kai- 
shek has moved his government there, and many 
people have a vague idea that it is far away in 
the interior of China . . . and rather easier to 
pronounce than many other Chinese place names. 
: . Chungking, the old gray city, unchanged 
for hundreds of years (it recently grew within 
six months from 635,000 to an estimated 2,000,- 
000), stood within its massive, crumbling city 
walls, almost surrounded by the two rivers, the 
mighty Yangtse and its tributary the Kialing. 
When we went there to take over the American 
Bible Society work in 1904, the journey took us 
six weeks from Shanghai, four weeks being by 
native houseboat, during which time we saw 
white faces only twice, two missionary families 
along the way. Through the rapids and gorges 
of the Yangtse, hairbreadth escapes became an 
everyday occurrence, and breath-taking magnifi- 
cence of scenery became commonplace.” 

“Chungking at last! When we first saw it on 
that peninsula of hard gray rock where the in- 
habitants swarmed as in an ant hill, there was 
not a single wheeled vehicle. The streets were 
narrow flights of stone steps, not much more 
than six feet wide. All the water was carried 
from the river by coolies, who peddled it to the 
users. All the sewage was carried out of the 
city in the same way.” 


June 20: It has been quiet for three days 
since the last bombing on the 17th. . But 
the bombing is getting worse in each time... . 
The weather is so nice today, and the moon is 
in full size too. Maybe we are going to have 
another raid too tonight. 


June 25: The house suffered heavy damage 
yesterday. One bomb dropped about two feet 
away on our east wall, and another incendiary 
bomb on the same east side near my kitchen, 
causing so much further damage. The roof, 
after being mended, suffered more seriously 
this time. . . . Now the Gin Pao again! We 
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ran rapidly to the dugout after the American 
flag was put up, and now came back. We were 
in the dugout from 10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
The first thing I saw was the American flag 
had disappeared. The street watchman told us 
the policeman broke in and took it away. . 


The policeman returned the flag politely to us. 


It is a question I’ll take with you later... . I 
am planning to live here with the janitor, 
though it is very dangerous and inconvenient. 
I was almost hurt this morning when a few tiles 
dropped on my hat. 

June 27: There was some further damage in 

our building yesterday, when we again had the 
greatest bombing. . . . I saw Dr. Fang in the 
dugout yesterday. He was very kind to call on 
us after each raid was over. He says, in order 
to show his sympathy for the work for the 
needy souls at this emergency hours, he will 
give us a check of $500 to buy Bibles and Testa- 
ments for his friends. I told him we do not 
have enough books on hand, but he says he can 
wait until Christmas. Another friend of ours 
wishes to buy $100 worth. So we are carrying 
our work the same as usual. Now I have sent 
two big boxes to the hills, one yesterday and 
one today at the unusual wage for the coolies. 
I have sent all my wooden beds and two heavy 
desks up to the hills. If our house will remain 
standing till tomorrow, I am going to send some 
more furniture up. . . . The weather is exceed- 
ingly hot, and is favorable for the air raid, I 
am sorry. I am still living here. In fact, I 
have no place to go, and I must stay here to 
take care of the building and the books. . 
I hope I can go to the hills for a few days some 
time next week. Now, out of the three rooms 
on the hills, one is filled with the furniture and 
other things. Mrs. Lin and children are 
crowded in two small rooms without ceiling 
and floor. . . . I am thinking that this fall you 
will kindly help us to have our two rooms made 
with ceiling and floor, because I am sure we are 
not able to live in Chungking for this winter. 
It will be very cold for us to live in a place 
where there is no ceiling and no floor. 

June 30: Now, I have gone through with all 
the trials here for a series of air raids for six 
days in succession under such horrible hot 
weather. . . . The claim for our loss must be 
over U.S. $1,000, so you will have some idea 
about this matter. . . . Now allow me to report 
to you that, first, I have been able to secure 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


masons to get the roof mended again yester- 
day. . . . This was the third time I was able 
to mend our roof, costing over $100 for this 
temporary repair. . . . I am going to send more 
things up to the hills, provided there is no Gin 
Pao this afternoon. Pending no further dam- 
age, I can lock the door now. And I wish to go 
to the hills tomorrow for a brief rest, in order 
to make my monthly account ready to go to 
Chengtu. . . . In view of the urgent situation, 
please think we need another place for me to 
work, provided our place will be bombed again 
in the near future. . . . This morning’s Gin Pao 
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has told us that there were about 300 planes 
planning to raid the city. . . . Now, there is 
nothing left in the Bible House, except we had 
about 20,000 copies of portions. . . . Think of 
the mission property which has been destroyed, 
the Catholic church, the Canadian hospital, 
Friends Mission, Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., Meth- 
odist boy and girl schools, hospital, National 
Bible Society of Scotland, our Bible House, 
and Seventh-day Adventist Mission. There is 
about nothing left in Chungking. We are ex- 
pecting your constant prayer for us. Pardon 
me to leave for the hills for a few days. 


The bible Society at the World’s Fairs 


HERE were 155,596 people at the New 
York World’s Fair on Saturday, July 6, 


1940. Every visitor was offered at the 
gates a bulletin for the day, at the top of which 
appeared the words “Bible Society Has Day.” 
From 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. that afternoon the 
American Bible Society presented a program of 
its work in the Temple of Religion. The theme 
for the occasion was “One Book for All People.” 

Two groups who participated in the program 
strikingly illustrated the theme. One was a 
quartet of four professional singers from Po- 
land, Austria, Germany, and Czechoslovakia, 
respectively, all refugees from their homelands 
who had met at Friendship House, New York 
City’s new refugee center. They sang beauti- 
fully in German, Latin, and English. Their 
Latin number was Gounod’s “Jesus, Word of 
God Incarnate”; and their English anthem was 
most appropriately Bach’s “From deepest woe 
I turn to Thee.” Immediately after their part 
in the service, the refugee quartet repeated their 
program over Station WNYC. 

The other feature carrying out the spirit of 
the day’s theme was a choir of twenty-five girls 
representing seventeen nationalities. They sang 
in Danish, Italian, and Spanish, and repeated 
John 3:16, each in her native tongue. Each 
member of the choir was presented with a 
Scripture volume in her ancestral language, as 
well as an English New Testament bound in 
World’s Fair colors. 

The Society’s Scripture talking books for the 
blind were demonstrated, and the address of the 


occasion was delivered by Dr. Joseph Fort 
Newton, pastor of the Church of St. Luke and 
the Epiphany in Philadelphia. The closing 
prayer and benediction was pronounced by 
Dr. William Lloyd Imes, pastor of St. James 


Secretary North presents Scriptures in their ances- 
tral tongues to children at the World’s Fair 


Presbyterian Church of New York City, one of 
the great colored churches of the community. 

In honor of the occasion, the great chimes 
located in the Florida Building played hymns 
for an afternoon and an evening period. 

At the San Francisco Fair, American Bible 
Society Day was observed on Thursday eve- 
ning, August 8. The theme of that occasion 
was “The Book in Every Man’s Language.” 
The speaker was Assistant Secretary James 
Oscar Boyd, who spoke on “A Positive Answer 
to the World’s Despair.” 
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Although the Society maintains no separate 
booth at the San Francisco Fair this year, it has 
provided an exhibit in the Temple of Religion 
where Secretary Bayless and his helpers dis- 
tribute literature. On Sunday, July 28, Secre- 
tary Bayless addressed the visitors in the 
Temple on the work of the Society. 


Increased Distribution in Japan 


ERE is a group of Japanese who are not 

soldiers. Yes, on second thought, they 
are—soldiers of the cross of Christ! These are 
hard years to do Christian work in Japan. Yet, 
this group and their fellow workers, not shown 
here, are achieving nobly under difficult condi- 
tions. It was reported at the meeting of the 
executive committee of the Japan Bible Society 
held in Tokyo on April 16, 1940, that the dis- 
tribution, here given comparatively with that 
of a year before, had shown a sharp rise. The 
figures cover the first quarter of the year. 


1939 1940 


178,015 221,521 
132,114 181,437 


Total circulation first quarter .... 
Salesmbyacolportcurs merit ae 

The picture was taken in front of the Tokyo 
Bible House. Mr. Vinall, Agency Secretary, is 
the taller man near the center of the group in 
the rear. The fourth man from the left is 


Mr. Tanaka, who has been the right hand man 
to the Agency Secretaries in Tokyo for many 
years, giving himself unsparingly to the great 
work of Bible distribution in the empire. 
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Active Auxiliaries 


f | NHE Rock Creek Bible Society of Lewis- 
burg, Tennessee, celebrated its one hun- 
dred and twenty-fifth anniversary on May 

18 and 19, 1940. This is one of the pioneer so- 

cieties established in what was then the new 

territory of the expanding West. There were 
twenty descendants of charter members of the 
society present at the recent meeting. A check 
for forty dollars was forwarded to Treasurer 

Darlington, with an order for eighteen Bibles, 

leaving a balance of over thirty-one dollars as 

a contribution to the work of the American 

Bible Society. A review of the contributions 

of the Rock Creek Bible Society reveals that, 

with the omission of six years for which the 
records were not available, the gifts to the 

American Bible Society throughout the past 

125 years have been $7,795.50. Miss Jennie 

Bills, the treasurer of the society, writes in her 

report, “All the members are wide-awake and 


much interested.” fs 


The Abbeville District Bible Society of Abbe- 
ville, South Carolina, held its 118th annual 
meeting on July 28, 1940. The address of the 
occasion was given by Dr. Sylvester Green, 
president of Coker College. The society sub- 
sequently sent $150 to the American Bible 
Society, fifty dollars of which was a contribu- 
tion to the general work, and the balance to 
create two Life Members of the American Bible 
Society. 
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The St. Louis (Missouri) Bible Society 
has been an auxiliary of the American 
Bible Society since 1848, having been 
founded two years before that time. It 
has maintained an active existence for 
more than ninety-three years. It carries 
on a vigorous distribution in its own city, 
distributing only American Bible Society 
Scriptures. The current annual report of 
the St. Louis Society states that, through 
a special trust fund known as the Bredell 
Trust which provides for free distribution 
of Scriptures in the state of Missouri, from 
April 1, 1899, to March 31, 1939 more than 
280,000 volumes, valued at $50,821.23, have 
been distributed. The society’s head- 
quarters are located at 2700 Pine Street, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 
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Three Bells and a Remembered Bible 


A true story from the land of the Bible as related to one of 
the Society’s friends of the American Mission, Beirut, Syria 


By Elizabeth S. Webb 


N the banks of the Euphrates where it 
() cuts through from Turkey into Syria, 

the railroad forms the only boundary 
between the two countries. Here we find the 
town of Djrabalous, near the site of the ruins 
of Carchemish where Nebuchadnezzar won a 
famous victory (Jer. 46:2). The inhabitants 
of the town are from several Christian sects, 
together with Moslems. 

A few years ago three of these churches 
joyfully announced to the world that they had 
come into possession of church bells. 

On a farm nearby, Avadis had faithfully 
served his Turkish master for twenty-three 
years. A Turk in appearance, manner of life, 
and almost in his own consciousness, only his 
name Avadis marked him as different. 


Suddenly one morning, while he was working 
in the field, a strange sound from a mile away 
came to his ears—“Ding-dong, ding-dong, ding- 
dong,”—three bells ringing together. Coming 
so suddenly and persistently, Avadis started, 
and listened. For twenty-three years he had 
heard the muezzin’s call to prayer, and had paid 
no attention to it. But this was different. It 
awakened long-forgotten days of Easter, when 
the bells said, “Christ is risen,” “Christ is risen,” 
| Christ is risen.” 

His Turkish effendi cursed; his wives feared 
evil spirits. But the sound awakened new 
thoughts in Avadis’ heart. He remembered his 
boyhood, the days when as a child he was cared 
for by kind “mothers” in an orphanage. Some- 
where,—somewhere he had a Bible. He must 
find it. 


The bells seemed to be saying with one voice, 
“Christ is risen,” “Christ is risen.” Avadis must 
find that Bible. In those long-gone days he had 
read it. He had learned verses from it. But 
that was twenty-three years ago. Was he 
dreaming? No, it was not a dream; for diligent 


search brought the Bible to light. He began to 
read, but could not be satisfied. He must find 
the place where the sound of the bells came 
from. 

Crossing the river, he found a church, and 
again heard the wonderful message, not only 
with his ears, but also with his heart. His 
whole life was changed. The whole world 
seemed different. 

e e 


He could no longer continue as before; so, 
telling his master the reason, he said good-bye 
and started life over again as a shoemaker. 
Soon, however, word came—“I can’t carry on 
without you. There is no one I can trust. You 
must return.” The message was so persistent, 
that finally he decided to try it. Avadis re- 
turned on two conditions: He must have Sun- 
days free, and he must not be asked to have 
part in any unlawful work. On these condi- 
tions he returned as overseer of his master’s 
large estate. Constant trials awaited him with 
constant demands for Christian courage. 

One day one of his master’s wives thought to 
please him by giving him a large can of oil 
from the storeroom. On asking what answer 
she would give when the master found one can 
lacking, she answered, “I will say I poured it 
into the large jar which we are using.” Of 
course, Avadis refused. Another day his mas- 
ter wished him to oversee the measuring of 
wheat which he was sending secretly across the 
border in Turkey—so escaping the payment of 
duty. Of course, Avadis was obliged to refuse 
to have any part in such a business. His Chris- 
tian life is a constant struggle. But Moslems, 
Kurds, and members of the various Christian 
sects, have all come to respect Avadis’ Chris- 
tianity. 

Avadis keeps at hand a supply of tracts in 
the various languages of the country, and such 
is the respect he inspires, that all are glad to 
read them. So he witnesses that Christ is in- 
deed risen and living in his heart. 
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Three District Secretaries Retire 


By Francis C. Stifler 


Rev. Joseph J. Morgan 


HESE are familiar and beloved names 

and faces to thousands of their friends 

and friends of the American Bible So- 
ciety. After long periods of service, Secretaries 
McLaughlin, Morgan, and Ragatz are retiring 
from the Society’s service this year. After 
thirty-four years, the first fifteen of which he 
spent in the Philippines, Dr. McLaughlin will 
retire in the coming fall or early winter. After 
thirty years, Mr. Morgan retires September 1; 
after twenty-seven years, Dr. Ragatz retired on 
July 1. For the past fifteen years these three 
men have distributed the Bible in twenty states 
of the Union containing sixty percent of the 
area of the country, and thirty-four percent of 
the population according to the 1930 census. 


The areas covered by these three Districts 
have always contained what is generally re- 
garded as the principal home mission territory 
of the United States. This adds to the signifi- 
cance of the work done, since the Society has 
always been particularly interested in supply- 
ing the Scriptures to those who otherwise 
might not have them. 


When we add up the circulation that these 
three men have administered in the ninety-one 


Rev. Arthur F. Ragatz 


Rev. Jesse L. McLaughlin 


years of their combined service, it is found to 
total 23,448,286 volumes! Who can measure the 
influence this has had upon the uncounted lives 
that have been reached by these books? 


After five years as a missionary in the Philip- 
pines under the Methodist Board, Dr. Mc- 
Laughlin became the Society’s second agent in 
those islands in 1906, serving until 1920. Prior 
to his assuming the Secretaryship at Chicago in 
1925, he was for five years attached to the head- 
quarters staff in New York. Of his early days 
in the Philippines Dr. McLaughlin writes: 
“As a ‘book agent’ working my way through 
college, I had adopted a rule to ‘sell a book to: 
everyone who wanted one, and then to every- 
one who did not want one, if at all possible,’ 
and in the Bible Society work, I tried to follow 
something of the same rule.” In the course of 
his long career with the Society Dr. McLaugh- 
lin has been most versatile in his methods of 
promoting circulation, and has throughout the: 
years pursued his task with the fervor of an 
evangelist. 


During the entire period of fifteen years. 
spent in Chicago he has also served as cor- 
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responding secretary of the Chicago Bible 
Society, and built it up as a vigorous and prom- 
ising auxiliary of the parent organization. Last 
year the Chicago Bible Society celebrated its 


centennial. 
e e 


Mr. Morgan came to the Bible Society in the 
prime of life at the age of forty. Born in 
England, he was brought to this country in his 
infancy, and grew up on a ranch near Dallas 
where he became a herder of cattle and 
horses. The personal charm and winsomeness 
which have always been chief elements in 
Mr. Morgan’s success, must have been with him 
in the early days; for he became president of 
his graduating class in both Southwestern 
University and in Vanderbilt University where 
he pursued his theological studies. In 1905 
Mr. Morgan became president of Wesley Col- 
lege, Terrell, Texas. Two years later, when the 
Society’s Agency was opened in Dallas, he was 
tendered the Secretaryship, but was persuaded 
by the trustees of the college to decline. When 
the offer came again from the Society three 
years later, he accepted. 

“These thirty years have given me many 
pleasant memories,” writes Mr. Morgan, “but 
it is the crises which stand out most vividly, 
the times when the Society rendered a service 
no other organization could give. I recall how, 
in the early years, we labored to meet the prob- 
lems created by unrestricted immigration, em- 
ploying five workers to serve the shiploads of 
foreigners who crowded into our Gulf ports. 
I remember how we distributed 90,000 volumes 
of Scripture in Spanish among Mexicans who 
had fled into Texas to escape Villa and his 
revolutionaries. I remember how, during the 
war years, our Bible car constantly toured 1,300 
miles of Rio Grande border, carrying 17,000 
khaki Testaments to the soldiers stationed 
there. I remember that, in 1927, 35,000 victims 
of the Mississippi flood received Gospels of St. 
John, and 9,000 Bibles and Testaments were 
given to replace those lost in the waters.” 

In the broad stretches of his four states one 
wonders if any Christian worker is more be- 
loved than J. J. Morgan. 

e e 
Secretary Ragatz has served the District of 


magnificent distances. Ina recent article in the 
Bible Society Record reviewing twenty-five 
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years with the Society, he recalls that he was 
told by the late Dr. William I. Haven, when 
he was engaged for the work, “Your task will 
be to increase the circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Your work will require you to be away 
from home a great deal. You’ll have to make 
long and tiresome trips.” He has increased the 
circulation of the Scriptures from that of 55,000 
in his first year to an average distribution dur- 
ing the past five years of 128,000. He traveled 
more than a quarter of a million miles, and 
records that he has never been in a wreck or 
accident of any kind. 

“The beauty and the glory of these years in- 
crease in retrospect,” writes Dr. Ragatz. “Even 
though I know from experience what such a 
decision would involve, I would be more eager 
today than I was in 1913, to enter that work to 
which I have since given the best part of my 
life.” 

These three noble servants of the Scripture 
cause will attend, early in September, at the 
Bible House a conference of all the home 
Secretaries of the Society, where their wisdom 
and experience will be drawn upon by all their 
colleagues, and particularly by their successors, 
about whom something will be said in the 
October issue of the Record. 


A New Lantern Lecture 


HE Society is glad to announce the release, 

through the Bible House and the District 
offices, of a new stereopticon lecture entitled 
“Every Man in His Own Tongue.” It tells the 
fascinating story of the translation of the 
Scriptures from the early days to the present, 
showing pages of famous old manuscripts, and 
scenes from the lives of the translating mis- 
sionaries of today, at work in Africa, the 
Orient, and among the Indian tribes of Latin 
America. 

The lecture consists of 48 slides, with an 
optional closing of the hymn “O Word of God 
Incarnate” illustrated with seven additional 
slides. Orders for the new lecture should be 
placed early. The number of copies is limited 
and the demand will be heavy. As in the case 
of all the Society’s stereopticon service the 
lecture may be borrowed free, the user paying 
return postage and insurance. 
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Bible House, Park Avenue and 
57th Street, New York 
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Your Gift for the 

Emergency Fund 
HOUSANDS of our read- 
ers will be sending in their 
gifts. Let none of them be lost. 
This may happen if you en- 
close in an ordinary letter sil- 


ver coin, bills or postage 

stamps. 

The Safe Way Is One of These 
Four: 


1. Register the letter in which 
you send bills or postage 
stamps. Any postmaster will 
register a letter for fifteen 
cents. 

2. Send the money by Bank 
check or draft. 

3. Send it by an Express Com- 
pany’s money order. 

4. Send it by a  Post-office 
money order. 


Whichever way is chosen, 
address the letter and make the 
check, draft or order payable to 
Gilbert Darlington, Treasurer, 
Bible House, Park Avenue and 
57th Street, New York. 


July Meeting of the Board 


thee third stated meeting of the 
Board of Managers of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society in its one hun- 


dred and twenty-fifth year was held 
at the Bible House, Park Avenue 
and 57th Street, New York, on 
Thursday, July 11, 1940, at 3:30 
p.m. Mr. Howard Whittemore 
was in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Assistant Secretary 
Boyd. 

The minutes of the second stated 
meeting of the year were approved. 

The minutes of the various 
standing committees were presented 
and approved, and their recom- 
mendations adopted. 

It was reported that the Amer- 
ican Bible Society War Appeal had 
been approved by the Joint Com- 
mittee on War Relief Appeals in 
the Churches as one of the eight 
emergency causes. 

Approval was given for the pub- 
lication of the Quiché New Testa- 
ment, the four Gospels and Acts in 
Aymara, the Maninka New Testa- 
ment, and the revised Panayan New 
Testament. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


e e 
Are You Listening? 


Weed, Ys 

W ednes- 
day through 
September and 
October Secre- 
tary Stifler may 
be heard over 
the Blue Net- 
work of the 
National 
Broadcasting 
Company, during September at 
1:30 p.m. Eastern Daylight 
Time, and during October at 
1:30 p.m. Eastern Standard 
Time. His theme is “The Posi- 
tive Answer to the World’s 
Despair.” The topics are as 
follows: September 4, “Queer 
People”; September 11, “Uncle 
Sam Explains Himself”; Sep- 
tember 18, ‘‘Blessed Book 
Agents”; September 25, “Bright 
Spots in the Pacific’; October 
2, “Unbreakable China”; Octo- 
ber 9, “The Unread Best Seller”; 


ek 
Secretary Stifler 


October 16, “Falling in Love 
with the Bible”; October 23, 
“Putting the Bible to Work”; 
October 30, “Sure Thing.” 

If you would like to interest 
your friends anywhere in hear- 
ing these talks on the Bible, 
write to your nearest District 
office of the Society for a sup- 
ply of announcements, conven- 
ient for mailing. 


December Eighth 
Approaches 


T is not too early to be plan- 

ning for Universal Bible 
Sunday, which falls this year 
on December 8. The theme is 
“For the Healing of the Na- 
tions.” For the first time the 
brochure prepared for pastors 
has been written by an Orien- 
ell, IDke, “Why 44, l<pyey core (Clava, 
Those who would like to plan 
in advance for the celebration 
in the Sunday school, young 
people’s groups, woman’s so- 
ciety, adult class, or for the 
church as a whole, may write 
in advance to the Bible Society 
Record, Park Avenue and 57th 
Street, New York City, for 
suggestions. 


Two Baptist missionaries in 
Belgian Congo were visiting 
one of their outposts in the 
forest, and they observed above 
the native school a stick from 
which a piece of paper was fly- 
ing like a standard. They ques- 
tioned a native about the mean- 
ing of it, and he replied: 
“Well, you see, wherever the 
Belgians go, they raise their 
flag, and we are showing those 
pages from the Bible; for we 
are people of the Book.” 
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Dallas, Texras—1814 Main St. 


.seeeeeseNo, Carolina, So. Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Tenn., Alabama, Mississippi. 
......Ohio, Ky., Ind., Ill., Iowa, Mo., Mich., Wis., Minn., N. Dak., S. Dak., Neb., Kan. 
+.eeeeee- Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Colorado, New Mexico. 


San Francisco, California—224 McAllister St. .......Wash., Ore., Calif., Nevada, Mont., Idaho, Wyo., Utah, Ariz., Alaska, Hawaii. 


West Indies— Josz# MARCIAL-DORADO, 
PH.D., Neptuno 629, Havana, Cuba. 

Mexvico—Sr. H. T. MARROQUIN, Apartado 
1373, Mexico City. 

Caribbean—REV. RAYMOND R. GREGORY, 
Bible House, Cristobal, Canal Zone. 

Upper Andes—JoHN RITCHIE, Apartado 
448 Gir6én Caman& 836, Lima, Peru. 

La Plata—Rerv. P. PENZOTTI, Calle Cor- 
rientes 728, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


Foreign Agencies 


Brazil — Rev. CHARLES W. TURNER, 
PH.D., Bible House, Avenida Eras- 
mo Braga No. 12, Rio de Janeiro. 

Bible Lands Agency, North—C. S. BELL, 
Box 747, Beirut, Syria. 

Bible Lands Agency, South—ReEv. E. W. 
G. HupeeLi, M.A., P. O. Box 724, 
62 Sharia Ibrahim Pasha, Cairo, 
Egypt. 


Philippines — Riv. W. H. Fonesr, Box 
755, Bible House, No. 636 Isaac 
Peral, Manila. 

Thailand (Siam)—Ruv. ROBERT O. FRANK- 
Lin, 703 Sathorn Rd., Bangkok. 
China—RerVv. CARLETON Lacy, D.D., Bible 
Lipase 58 Hongkong Road, Shang- 

ai. 

Japan—Mr. G. H. VINALL, Bible House, 
No. 2 Shichome, Ginza, Tokyo. 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


Maine— 


Burlington. 


Massachusetts—REV. F. K. SINcisuR, D.D., 41 Bromfield St., Boston. 


hy ae at Berend 
New Hampshire—EpwarpD A. DaMz, 24 Warren St., Concord. 
Verinont— Ruy. Everett A. Bascock, 121 So. Willard Street, 


Connecticut—Rerv. S. 
Hartford. 
Rhode Island—Rrv. SELDEN R. McCurpy, 144 Westminster St., 


W. RAYMOND, 278 Farmington Ave., 


Providence. 


Maryland—Rev. E. C. Powrrs, 9 E. Franklin St., Baltimore. 


Nor would you... if you knew in sums ranging from one hundred dollars 
upwards. 


your future was safely provided for. 
And what a satisfaction to know that, 


when you are gone, your money will help 
to spread the Word of God. 


For nearly ninety years the American 
Bible Society, through its annuity plan, has 
released many hundreds of people from 


financial anxiety. Twice a year generous . 
payments are made promptly on these Our illustrated booklet “A Gift That Lives” 
annuity agreements, which may be secured tells you the whole story fully and clearly. 
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MAIL THIS 
COUPON TODAY 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62AG 
entitled “A Gift That Lives,” 


Denomination 


Q 


